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Welcome to the Project ’100 Angels’ Philanthropy Magazine, a publication to support   
Project ’100 Angels’ and those who support us. 
 

When I (Jules) founded the SMBN in 2019 I did it to help single parents like me, who I 
knew were fighting to make work work, despite physical barriers, and that as flexible 
working wasn’t enforced, enterprise seemed like the only viable way to regain financial 
independence.  As the SMBN evolved, new rights were introduced, and it was evident 
that our cries were slowly being heard, but we are a long way from the issue being re-
solved, as employers kick back, and enterprise is still the best way to be economically ac-
tive when barriers are at play.   

 

Over the years, as I turned to Purple Shoots for help, and as I witnessed them ask for 
their own help, I could see that barriers to finance was an issue that stretched way be-
yond my community, and my eyes were opened to how many people turn to enterprise 
because they are intelligent, skilled, hardworking, and desperate to be economically ac-
tive tax payers, but, like me, they were dismissed and held down by not fitting perfectly 
into 9-5 either physically or mentally.   

 

It has pained me to see the Government enforce sanctions that hurt primary carers, be-
fore tackling the root cause and offering a real solution.  It has pained me to see the most 
vulnerable members of society torn to pieces for needing support, and to see our elders 
barely survive in cold homes because panic measures are taken to recoup pennies, in-
stead of helping those who are so desperate to help themselves, and consequently help 
the economy .  Purple shoots understand this, but because they support the members of 
society most harshly judged and dismissed, they too, lack adequate support, and it’s 
time for that to change.  It is time for humanity to rise, it is time for angels to appear. 

www.project100angels.co.uk 

Philanthropy at it’s best 



Houston, we have a problem ….. 

and it’s called - BARRIERS TO FINANCE 

The SMBN was always been about raising awareness of Barriers to Work, Homes, and Finance; of course 
they are all closely interlinked, and these barriers apply to anybody who has suffered adversity, not just the 
single parent community we pledged to serve. 

Whilst childcare and flexible working are snowballs rolling firmly downhill, building momentum with         
positive change in progress and on the horizon, finance, is still very early stages of growth.  We have much 
work to do to raise awareness of the barriers that exist, the economic impact of holding people back, and 
how these barriers are impacted by, and impact, work, and homes. 

Whilst 2022 (well 2015 to 2022) was all consuming with raising awareness of Barriers to Work, 2023—2024 
was about raising awareness of, and actively working towards supporting positive change with respect to 
adversity, credit scoring, finance, and mortgages. 

Happy in the knowledge that issues surrounding single parents are in good hands, I decided to close the 
SMBN in February 2025, but after a month of rest, and realising that Netflix, whilst brilliant, isn’t how I want 
to spend my evenings, I have decided to dedicate this year to firmly focus on barriers to finance, and to 
help Purple Shoots so that they in turn can help others as they helped me. 

WhenÊPurpleÊShootsÊhelpÊindividualsÊwithÊmicroÊfinance,ÊtheyÊnotÊonlyÊprovideÊaÊ‘wayÊout’,Ê
theyÊalsoÊprotectÊagainstÊdeterioratingÊmentalÊhealth,ÊtheyÊprovideÊaÊplatformÊforÊpersonalÊ
andÊ professionalÊ development,Ê transferableÊ skillsÊ thatÊ openÊmanyÊ careerÊ opportunitiesÊ ifÊ
theÊbusinessÊdoesÊhaveÊaÊshortÊlifeÊspan,Êand,Êcrucially,ÊtheyÊhelpÊyouÊholdÊyourÊheadÊupÊinÊaÊ
dignifiedÊway,ÊandÊtheyÊhelpÊpreventÊsocialÊwithdrawal,ÊisolationÊandÊloneliness.Ê 

WithÊJamesÊJonesÊ(ExÊExperian)ÊMikeÊLewisÊ(PurpleÊShoots)ÊAnthonyÊTurnerÊ(StartÊUpÊLoans)ÊandÊKarenÊ
Davies,ÊCEOÊ&Ê‘AngelÊofÊOpportunity’Ê(PurpleÊShoots)ÊatÊtheÊSMBNÊConferenceÊinÊ2023 



During the last 12 months I have witnessed a significant increase in reporting around the 
cost of living crisis, debt and benefits.  We have seen judgement and penalisation of the 
most vulnerable members in society, and there are those who will never understand, but 
there are those who just know.  To live on benefits is an awful way to live your life, the hard-
ship, the humiliation, the constant fear that you will be sanctioned or that your income will 
be stopped.  Anybody who has experienced the independence of work, the pay cheque, the 
work colleagues, the dignity, the disposable income, would never choose benefits.  Benefits 
are where we turn in our hour of need.   

There are so many reasons why people end up in a situation where they need to claim bene-
fits, and believe me, once you experience it you are always looking for a way out, at least 
those who turn to Purple Shoots are.  Human beings dismissed by society, written off as un-
trustworthy, under skilled, or workshy; but nothing could be further from the truth.  These 
incredible people, in the face of adversity, fighting to be economically active, fighting to re-
turn to tax payer status, but hindered by adversity or circumstance, and sentenced to a ben-
efits trap that almost seems impossible to escape.  Purple Shoots looks at the person, the 
circumstance, the drive, the competency, and it says ’yes, you are worth helping’ we know 
that you want to be self-reliant, as do we, and so we trust you, as we ask others to trust us.    
You only need to look at the impact reporting to see how Purple Shoots have positively     
impacted the economy.  

There are some fantastic organisations and individuals raising awareness of inhumane APR, 
the need for a Fair Banking Act, money and mental health and so on.  Change will come, but 
change takes time.  As 1 of 100 Angels, you can help Purple Shoots today.  





 

The work that Karen does, along with her team at Purple Shoots is nothing short of MBE worthy.  It is 
through Karen, that more doors have opened, and I have been invited to speak at the APPG on Fair     
Business Banking and APPG Debt, in the House of Commons, to further raise awareness of the barriers 
that exist, the cost to the economy, and the solutions.  I was invited to this event by Kay and Sam, who, 
as part of the Finance Innovation Lab team, have launched the Fair Banking for All Campaign; you can 
read their  article in full on the next few pages. 
 

The event was well attended by a number of incredible organisations, including Fair4All Finance, Fair By 
Design, Responsible Finance, UK Credit Unions as well as MP Peter Dowd, MP Yvonne Fovargue and Lord 
Kamall.  So many people in a position to create positive change were in  attendance and it really              
reassured me that ‘this is not how your story ends’, so, please, if you are  struggling, know that work is 
underway to ensure that you are treated fairly, but meanwhile, we need to come together to help Purple 
Shoots help others today, it is a matter of urgency, and it is a bridge needed by so many. 
 

I later joined the Bank of England in a meeting with Purple Shoots to again discuss how the rising interest 
rates are impacting us ‘on the ground’, for me personally, the figures that came out in the dual APPG only 
cemented my belief that a significant proportion of society are struggling to access finance, and so, if you 
are being squeezed financially by rising interest rates, and you do not have access to finance to help you 
weather the storm, it is double ended sword, and one where human life is collateral damage.  One has to 
give, we must be enabled to pay our cost of living overheads short term, as we work hard to thrive long-
term.  It is fine to cut back on luxuries, but we need to manage in a modern world, and we need humanity 
to override data, instead of data overriding humanity.  
 

After these two very powerful events was the SMBN Conference on 16th September, where, along with 
listening to inspirational speakers, we enjoyed a panel discussion with James Jones from Experian,         
Anthony Turner from Start Up Loans (delivered through the British Business Bank) and Karen Davies from 
Purple Shoots.  We again talked about the barriers following adversity, how data drives decisions, and the 
different levels of support available.  Crucially, we talked about how  to ensure data reporting could be 
fairer, and what Experian are doing to ensure they are facilitating a broader view of customers spending 
habits and credit worthiness. 

 

We were invited back to Parliament in 2024 when Michael Sheen joined calls for the government to pass 
legislation to help tackle the crisis of unaffordable credit.  The event  was organised by the All Party       
Parliamentary Group on Fair Banking.  Michael has witnessed first hand the pain caused by high APR loans 
and he donated 100k of his own money to buy off 1 million pound of debt for his local community to try 
and end some of the suffering.   Yet he too is suffering as others try to take the credit rather than applaud 
his angelic mission.  Those who give to give are truly remarkable human beings, and it is this faith in       
humanity, this knowledge that there are Angels among us, that has lead to Project ‘100 Angels’, and     
complete faith that I will find you. 



IÊlove,ÊthatÊwithÊthisÊmagazine,ÊweÊhaveÊaÊplatformÊtoÊshareÊtheÊvoicesÊinÊgreaterÊdepth,Ê
ofÊthoseÊwhoÊworkÊsoÊhardÊtoÊsupportÊus,ÊtoÊenableÊus,ÊtoÊcreateÊaÊfairer,ÊandÊmoreÊequalÊÊÊÊ
society.Ê ÊHereÊisÊanÊarticleÊthatÊIÊinvitedÊSamÊRex-EdwardsÊandÊKayÊPolleyÊtoÊcontribute,Ê
onÊtheÊbackÊofÊtheirÊhardÊworkÊatÊTheÊFinanceÊLab.. 

Why we need Fair Banking for All – and how we can achieve it 
 
High-cost credit is unfortunately an option to which millions in the UK have to turn, while many are 
locked out of standard banking services. Through the Fair Banking for All Campaign, an alliance of 
organisations is working to change this, calling for a new law. Kay Polley explains why this            
legislation is needed.  
 
Over 1 million people in England are using illegal money lenders, and around 60% of these lenders’ 
victims are women, according to a recent study. Even before the pandemic and the current cost-of-
living crisis, over 3 million people in the UK were forced to use high-cost credit, often in the form of 
‘payday loans’. Being unable to access affordable credit means that vulnerable families can spiral 
into crisis if they have an unexpected cost.  
 
A user of payday loans who recently took part in an online workshop with the Fair Banking for All 
Campaign describes their predicament: 
 
“I needed to borrow money and went to my bank. I was working and they could see I could afford it, 
but I was refused. I had to use a payday loan. I’m not proud of it. The problem is, though, little things 
can happen, that’s how they get you and they keep you in that kind of loop – getting the money, 
paying it back, but then getting halfway through the month and having nothing left. I got stuck in this 
cycle of payday loans.” 
 
Many small businesses are also currently unable to access the banking services they need, and  
women-led businesses are being declined bank loans at double the overall rate. 
 
Another workshop participant said:  
 
“You fill in a questionnaire online and it’s a machine which says no, there’s no humanity now, no 
way to show that I could afford the repayments.” 
 
The Fair Banking for All Campaign is calling for a new law, the Fair Banking Act. This law would 
mean that high street banks and building societies would have to publicly share data on who they 
are currently serving. Based on this information they would be given a rating that would reflect how 
well they are tackling financial exclusion and serving marginalised communities. Those with a poor 
rating would have to take action to improve. Banks could do this by providing services themselves, 
for example opening affordable credit programmes, or they could choose to support community     
finance providers such as Community Development Finance Institutions (CDFIs) or credit unions.  



 
Community finance providers are often much better placed to support people and businesses who 
struggle to access mainstream banking services. Using a relationship-based approach, they take 
time to speak to their customers to better understand their circumstances, what they need, and 
whether they can afford loan repayments.   
 
A workshop participant who had received support from their local CDFI said: 
 
“They’re great because they speak to you like a human being, they understand that things happen. 
If something happens and you have to miss a payment you don’t have to feel stressed, having to rip 
your hair out trying to figure it out and stay up all night. It’s OK, ‘just speak to us and we’ll sort it out’. 
… [I]t’s given me more confidence within myself to deal with things financially, without feeling like I 
was failing at being an adult.” 
 
These organisations can provide a lifeline for individuals, families and businesses. Of the small    
businesses that recently received lending from CDFIs, 99% had previously been refused by other 
lenders. And of the businesses CDFIs lend to, disproportionately more are led by women or by        
individuals from a Black, Asian or minority ethnic background compared with the UK average. 
Recent lending to small businesses by CDFIs has led to 8,180 jobs being created or secured.  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
A Fair Banking Act would result in mainstream financial institutions working in partnership with    
community finance, providing a much needed boost to help the sector grow and enabling it to     
support more people.     Millions more people and small businesses would be able to access vital 
services such as affordable credit, and would no longer have to pay the high interest rates of payday 
loans or turn to illegal lenders.  
 
The Fair Banking for All Campaign has published a full policy paper on the potential of a Fair      
Banking Act, and is now seeking to gain cross-party support from MPs. You can get involved by 
writing to or meeting your MP – contact the Fair Banking for All Campaign for resources and        
support:  
 

 
visit https://fairbankingforall.org/ 

 find @fairbankingforall on social media,  
or email sam-kay@financeinnovationlab.org. 

 
Kay is head of movement building and campaigns at the Finance     

Innovation Lab, a role she job-shares with Sam Rex-Edwards.  

‘Recent lending to small businesses by CDFIs has led to 
8,180 jobs being created or secured’   

IÊapplaudÊthisÊarticleÊandÊfullyÊsupportÊtheÊcampaignÊforÊtheÊ
FairÊBankingÊAct.Ê#fairbankingforall 

ThankÊyouÊtoÊKay,ÊSamÊandÊallÊofÊtheÊteamÊatÊTheÊFinanceÊ
InnovationÊLabÊforÊyourÊcontinuedÊhardÊwork. 



The	BOOK	–	Single	Mum	&	21st	Century	Peasant	–	 

Breaking	out	of	Beneϐits	Jail 

Since 2019 I have held a number of webinars to address barriers to           
adequate work, homes and finance, and consequenƟal need for benefits.  

This book shares my own journey as a Single Mum and self-proclaimed 
21st Century  Peasant, as I share informaƟon, advice and Ɵps on how to    
escape the    benefits trap, as I did. It is not linear. I thought it was, before 
I knew. I thought it was black and white, you simply get a job. If you are 
reading this; the chances are you already know what a baƩle it is, not to 
need    support, when there are barriers and sharks at play. 

But trust me, it can be done! I am a single mum, my daughter is sƟll in 
school and benefits are behind me, and I enjoy paying tax again instead 
of needing to conƟnue to claim it back.  

I wasn’t privileged at all, I didn’t have the bank of mum and dad or free or 
cheap lodgings to help me get on my feet, the banks refused to help as 
soon as I was in hardship, and the sharks fed from my wounds, enjoying 
profiƟng from my desperaƟon. Landlords  rejected me and friends and 
family were too fearful to act as guarantors.  Between the banks, the     
landlords, the 9-5 presenteeism, and cheap unhealthy diet I bled hard, I 
cried hard, and I didn’t want to carry on at all, but we do, for our children, 
and my daughter was my guiding light back to peace, pride, purpose and 
disposable income! 

What I share with you is not a get rich quick scheme, it is not a high Ɵcket 
trick to feed from your hunger, this is sharing what I have learned in a     
decade, what I wished somebody had told me in my first week of being a 
single mum, it is intended to save you from wasƟng too much Ɵme and to 
guide you to do everything you can to help yourself in a posiƟve way. 

 

You can buy the book from Amazon—there is a free kindle ediƟon but as it 
is free I didn’t spend Ɵme formaƫng it so apologies in advance if you 
choose this opƟon and pages are slightly misplaced! 







ISBN-13   :   979-8871698921 





Businesses can claim tax relief on charitable donations by          
deducting the value of the donation from their Corporation 
Tax bill.   Supporting the causes you care about is not just            

fulfilling—it can also be financially smart.  

 

A gift to charity is free from inheritance tax (IHT). IHT is charged 
at 40% on any estate worth more than £325,000. But if you leave 
10% or more of your net estate to charity, you will benefit from a 

lower inheritance tax rate of 36%.   

Employers can also enhance their corporate social responsibility 
(CSR) by offering payroll giving  

MAKE YOUR PLEDGE TO BE A PURPLE SHOOTS ANGEL 

project100angels.co.uk 



To adverƟse in this half page space please donate £300 to purple shoots 
(price per calendar month—no minimum term required) 

To adverƟse in this 
quarter page space 
please donate £200 
to purple shoots 
 
(price per calendar 
month—no minimum 
term required) 

To adverƟse in this 
full page space 
please donate £500 
to purple shoots 
 
(price per calendar 
month—no minimum 
term required) 

Visit www.project100angels.co.uk for informaƟon 



 

As an ambassador for Project ‘100 Angels’ you benefit from free exposure in this 
magazine,  you will  have 1/3 page to introduce you and your business, this is the 
perfect soluƟon if you would like to support the project but are not able to sign up 
as an angel.  It may be that you are a small individual business, or it may be that you 
are also a charitable organisaƟon, and would like increased exposure to potenƟal 
investors. 

If you do not want the commitment that comes with being an ambassador and can 
afford to adverƟse, please chose one of the donaƟon opƟons overpage and you will 
have no other obligaƟons in exchange for visibility 

As an ambassador for Project ‘100 Angels’ your only commitment is to help us raise 
awareness of the project, by sharing or creaƟng a post with a link to the 
‘project100angels’ website once a month, and tagging me (Jules) as proof of        
payment!  I will then ensure you remain visible in this magazine. 

Visit www.project100angels.co.uk for informaƟon 



Whatever joy there is in this world, 

All comes from desiring 

others to be happy, 

And whatever suȪering there 

is in this world, 

All comes from desiring myself 

to be happy. […] 

- Master ShanƟdeva 


